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DETAILED ACTION 
Election/Restrictions 

Restriction to one of the following inventions is required under 35 U.S.C. 121: 

I. Claim 1-28 and 30-3 1 , drawn to a transaction method utilizing identifiers, 
classified in class 705, subclass 61 

II. Claim 29 and 32, drawn to a program for use on a transaction apparatus, 
comprising a cooling off period., classified in class 705, subclass 1. 

The inventions are distinct, each from the other because of the following reasons: 
Inventions I and II are related as combination and subcombination. Inventions in this 
relationship are distinct if it can be shown that (1) the combination as claimed does not require 
the particulars of the subcombination as claimed for patentability, and (2) that the 
subcombination has utility by itself or in other combinations (MPEP § 806.05(c)). In the instant 
case, the combination as claimed does not require the particulars of the subcombination as 
claimed because extending the cooling off period, as stated in invention II has no dependency on 
a system for making transactions as stated in invention I. The subcombination has separate 
utility such as extending the cooling off period. 

Because these inventions are distinct for the reasons given above and have acquired a 
separate status in the art as shown by their different classification, restriction for examination 
purposes as indicated is proper. 

Examiner notes that is would be a burden to search multiple inventions given their 
separate status in the art as noted above. 

The requirement is deemed proper and therefore made FINAL. 

Via the paper filed on May 24, 2004 the applicant has elected the examination of 
invention I directed towards claims 1-28, 30 and 3 1 . Affirmation of this election must be made 
by applicant in replying to this Office action. Claims 29 and 32 are withdrawn from further 
consideration by the examiner, 37 CFR 1.142(b), as being drawn to a non-elected invention. 

Claims 1-28, 30 and 31 have been examined 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
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having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1-1 1 and 26 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Walker et al. (US Patent 6,249,772) in view of Hogan (US Patent 5,704,046). 

As per claim 1, 

Walker et al ('772) discloses a transaction method comprising the steps 

sending a second identifier associated with the first identifier and a part of the transaction 
information to a vendor's terminal;(Column 11, lines 7-17) 

sending a notification to said buyer's terminal in response to an instruction indicating that 
goods, to which the second identifier is attached, have been delivered to a retail store, the goods 
being obtained by referencing the part of the transaction information and being sold the 
transaction;(Column 11, lines 18-49) 

checking to see if there is a correspondence between the identifiers upon receiving the 
first identifier received by a buyer and the second identifier attached to the delivered goods 
(figure 8B) 

outputting an instruction allowing the delivered goods to be passed to the buyer if there is 
the correspondence (Figure 8B) 

sending an instruction requesting to transfer an amount for the goods from a buyer's 
account to a predetermined account.(Column 1 1, lines 41-49) 

Walker et al ('772) does not explicitly disclose assigning a first identifier to transaction 
information sent from a buyer's terminal, the transaction information relating to a transaction, 
sending the first identifier to said buyer's terminal Hogan et al. ('046) discloses assigning a first 
identifier to transaction i n f omia tion sent from a buyer's t erm i na i ? the transaction information 
relating to a transaction, sending the first identifier to said buyer's terminal. (Figure 3). It would 
be obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to combine 
the Walker et al ('772) method with the Hogan. ('046) program in order to keep a persistent 
record of unique customers for profiling purposes. 

As per claim 2, 

Walker et al ('772) discloses a transaction method as defined by claim 1 wherein at least 
one of sending the first identifier, sending the second identifier, sending the part of the 
transaction information, and sending the notification is done via electronic email.(Column 10, 
lines 24-34) 

As per claim 3, 

Walker et al ('772) discloses a transaction apparatus comprising: 

sending a second identifier associated with the first identifier and a part of the transaction 
information to a vendor's terminal ;(Column 11, lines 7-17) 

means for sending a notification to said buyer's terminal response to an instruction 
indicating that goods, to which the second identifier is attached, have been delivered to a retail 
store, the goods being obtained by referencing the part of the transaction information and being 
sold in the transaction;(Column 1 1, lines 18-49) 
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means for correspondence checking to see if there is a between the first identifiers upon 
receiving the identifier received by a buyer and the second identifier attached to the delivered 
goods;(figure 8B) 

means for outputting an instruction allowing the delivered goods to be passed to the 
buyer there is the correspondence;(Figure 8B) 

means for sending an instruction requesting to transfer an amount for the goods from a 
predetermined account to a vendor's account.(Column 11, lines 41-49) 

Walker et al ('772) does not explicitly disclose means for assigning a first identifier, 
termed as "first identifier", to transaction information sent from a buyer's terminal, the 
transaction information relating to a transaction; means for sending the first identifier to said 
buyers terminal Hogan et al. ('046) discloses means for assigning a first identifier, termed as 
"first identifier"; to transaction information sent from a buyer's terminal, the transaction 
information relating to a transaction; means for sending the first identifier to said buyers 
terminal. (Figure 3). It would be obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to combine the Walker et al ('772) method with the Hogan. ('046) program 
in order to keep a persistent record of unique customers for profiling purposes. 

As per claim 4, 

Walker et al ('772) discloses the transaction apparatus as defined by claim 3 
wherein said means for sending an instruction requesting to transfer the amount for the 
goods to the vendor's account sends an instruction to request to transfer the amount for goods 
from an account of the buyer to the vendor's account retail store specified.(Column 11, lines 41- 
49) 

As per claim 5, 

Walker et al ('772) discloses the transaction apparatus as defined by claim 2 wherein said 
means for sending an instruction requesting to transfer the amount for the goods to the vendor's 
account sends an instruction to request to transfer the amount for the goods from an account of a 
delivery service provider to the vendor's account, the delivery service provider delivering the 
goods. (Column 11, lines 41-60) 

As per claim 6, 

Walker et al ('772) discloses a transaction method comprising the steps of: 

sending a second identifier associated with the first identifier and a part of the transaction 

information to a vendor's terminal;(Column 11, lines 18-49) 

attaching, by a vendor, the second identifier to goods which is obtained by referencing 

the part of the transaction information and which will be sold in the transaction;(Column 11, 

lines 18-49) 

passing the goods, via retail store or directly, to a delivery service provider;(Column 11, 
lines 50-60 ) 

searching for, by the delivery service provider, a retail store specified by a buyer and 
delivering the goods to the retail store;(Figure 6A) 
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sending a notification to said buyer's terminal in response to the second identifier entered 
from a terminal at the retail store, the second identifier being attached to the goods;(Column 1 1, 
lines 18-49) 

checking to see if there is a correspondence between the first identifier recorded on a 
recording medium taken by a buyer and the second identifier attached to the delivered goods* 
(figure 8B) 

passing the delivered goods to the buyer there the correspondence;(Figure 8B) 
transferring an amount for the delivered goods from a buyer's account to a vendor's 
account. (Column 1 1, lines 41-49) 

Walker et al ('772) does not explicitly disclose assigning a first identifier to transaction 
information sent from a buyer's terminal, the transaction information relating to a transaction; 
sending the first identifier to said buyer's terminal Hogan et al. ('046) discloses assigning a first 
identifier to transaction information sent from a buyer's terminal, the transaction information 
relating to a transaction; sending the first identifier to said buyer's terminal. (Figure 3). It would 
be obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to combine 
the Walker et al ('772) method with the Hogan. ('046) program in order to keep a persistent 
record of unique customers for profiling purposes. 

As per claim 7, 

Walker et al ('772) discloses a transaction method comprising the steps of: 

sending a second identifier associated with the first identifier and a part of the transaction 

information to a vendor's terminal; (Column 11, lines 18-49) 

attaching, by a vendor, the second identifier to goods which is obtained by referencing 

the part of the transaction information and which will be sold in the transaction;(Column 1 1 

lines 18-49) 

passing the goods, via a retail store or directly to a delivery service provider; 
(Column 11, lines 50-60) 

searching for, by the delivery service provider, a buyer and delivering the goods to the 
buyer;(Figure 6A) 

checking a correspondance between the buyer's identifier and the second indetifier 
attached to the delivered goods and giving an instruction, via a portable terminal, to transfer an 
amount for the delivered goods from a delivery service provider s account to a vendor s 
account.(Column 11, lines 41-49) 

Walker et al ('772) does not explicitly disclose assigning a first identifier to transaction 
information sent from a buyer's terminal, the transaction information relating to a transaction; 
sending the first identifier to said buyer's terminal. Hogan et al. ('046) discloses assigning a first 
identifier to transaction information sent from a buyer's terminal, the transaction information 
relating to a transaction; sending the first identifier to said buyer's terminal. (Figure 3). It would 
be obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to combine 
the Walker et al ('772) method with the Hogan. ('046) program in order to keep a persistent 
record of unique customers for profiling purposes. 

As per claim 8, 

Walker et al ('772) discloses a transaction method comprising the steps of: 
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checking to see if there is a correspondence between the first identifier held by the buyer 
and the second identifier attached to the delivered goods and,(Column 11, lines 18-49) there is 
the information sent from a buyer's terminal, the transaction information relating to a 
transaction;(Figure 8B) 

sending a second identifier associated with the first identifier and a part of the transaction 
information to a vendor's terminal ;(Column 11, lines 7-17) 

sending a notification to said buyer's terminal in response to an instruction indicating that 
goods, to which the second identifier is attached, have been delivered to a retail store, the goods 
being obtained by referencing the part of the transaction inforzation and being sold in the 
transaction;(Column 11, lines 18-49) 

accepting the first identifier received by a buyer and the second identifier attached to the 
delivered goods and checking to see if there is a correspondence between the first and second 
identifiers',(Figure 8B) 

outputting an instruction allcwing the delivered goods to be passed to the buyer if there is 
the correspondence. (Figure 8B) 

Walker et al ('772) does not explicitly disclose assigning a first identifier to transaction 
buyer and delivering the goods to a buyer; and sending the first identifier to said buyer's terminal 
Hogan et al. ('046) discloses assigning a first identifier to transaction buyer and delivering the 
goods to a buyer; and sending the first identifier to said buyer's terminal (Figure 3). It would be 
obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to combine the 
Walker et al ('772) method with the Hogan. ('046) program in order to keep a persistent record 
of unique customers for profiling purposes. 

As per claim 9, 

Walker et al ('772) discloses a transaction apparatus comprising: 

means for sending a second identifier associated with the first identifier and a part of the 
transaction information to vendor's terminal ;(Column 11, lines 7-17) 

means for sending a notification to said buyer's terminal in response to an instruction 
indicating that goods to which the second identifier is attached, have been delivered to a retail 
store, the goods being obtained by referencing the part of the transaction information and being 
sold in the transaction;(Column 1 1 , lines 1 8-49) 

means for accepting the first identifier received by a buyer and the second identifier 
attached to the delivered goods and checking to see there is a correspondence between the first 
and second identifiers;(figure 8B) 

means for outputting an instruction allowing the delivered goods to be passed to the 
buyer correspondence.(figure 8B) 

Walker et al ('772) does not explicitly disclose means for assigning a first identifier to 
transaction information sent from a buyer s terminal, the transaction information relating to a 
transaction; means for sending the first identifier to said buyer's terminal Hogan et al. ('046) 
discloses means for assigning a first identifier to transaction information sent from a buyer s 
terminal, the transaction information relating to a transaction; means for sending the first 
identifier to said buyer's terminal (Figure 3). It would be obvious to one having ordinary skill in 
the art at the time the invention was made to combine the Walker et al ('772) method with the 
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Hogan. ( 6 046) program in order to keep a persistent record of unique customers for profiling 
purposes. 

As per claim 10, 

Walker et al ('772) discloses a transaction method comprising the steps 
sending a second identifier associated with the first identifier and a part of the 

transaction information to a vendor's terminal;(Column 11, lines 7-17) 

attaching, by a vendor, the second identifier to goods which is obtained by referencing 

the part of the transaction information and which will be sold transaction;(Column 1 1 lines 18- 

49) 

the passing the goods, via a retail store or directly, to a delivery service provider;(Figure 

8B) 

searching for, by the delivery service provider, a retail store specified by a buyer and 
delivering the goods to the retail store;(Figure 6A) 

sending a notification to said buyer's terminal in response to the second identifier entered 
from a terminal at the retail store, the second identifier being attached to the goods -(Column 1 1 
lines 18-49) 

checking to see if there is a correspondence between the first identifier recorded on a 
recording medium taken by a buyer and the second identifier attached to the delivered 
goods;(figure 8B) 

passing the delivered goods to the buyer is the correspondence.(figure 8B) 
Walker et al ('772) does not explicitly disclose assigning a first identifier to transaction 
information sent from a buyer's terminal, the transaction information relating to a transaction; 
sending the first identifier to said buyer's terminal Hogan et al. ('046) discloses assigning a first 
identifier to transaction information sent from a buyer f s terminal, the transaction information 
relating to a transaction; sending the first identifier to said buyer's terminal. (Figure 3). It would 
be obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to combine 
the Walker et al ('772) method with the Hogan. ('046) program in order to keep a persistent 
record of unique customers for profiling purposes. 

As per claim 1 1 , 

Walker et al ('772) discloses a transaction method comprising the steps 

sending a second identifier associated with the first identifier and a part of the transaction 

information to a vendor's terminal;(Column 1 1, lines 7-17) 

attaching by a vendor, the second identifier to goods which is obtained by referencing the 

part of the transaction information and which will be sold in the transaction:(Column 1 1 lines 

18-49) 

passing the goods, via a retail store or directly, to a delivery service provider;(Figure 8B) 
searching for, by the delivery service provider, a buyer and delivering the goods to the 
buyer. (Figure 6A) 

Walker et al ('772) does not explicitly disclose assigning a first identifier to transaction 
information sent from a buyers terminal, the transaction information relating to a transaction; 
sending the first identifier to said buyer's terminal Hogan et al. ('046) discloses assigning a first 
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identifier to transaction information sent from a buyer's terminal, the transaction information 
relating to a transaction; sending the first identifier to said buyer's terminal. (Figure 3). It would 
be obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to combine 
the Walker et al ('772) method with the Hogan. ('046) program in order to keep a persistent 
record of unique customers for profiling purposes. 

As per claim 26 

Walker et al ('772) discloses a transaction program for use on a transaction apparatus, 
wherein the program causes a computer to execute the following steps comprising: 

sending a second identifier associated with the first identifier and a part of the transaction 
information to a vendor's terminal;(Column 11, lines 18-49) 

sending a notification to said buyer's terminal in response to an instruction indicating that 
goods, to which the second identifier is attached, have been delivered to a retail store, the goods 
being obtained by referencing the part of the transaction information and being sold in the 
transaction;(Column 11, lines 18-49) 

checking to see if there is a correspondence between the identifiers upon receiving the 
first identifier received by a buyer and the second identifier attached to the delivered 
goods,(Column 11, lines 41-49) 

outputting an instruction allowing the delivered goods to be passed to the buyer if there is 
the correspondence;(Figure 8B) 

sending an instruction requesting to transfer an amount for the goods from a buyer's 
account to a predetermined account.(Column 11, lines 41-49) 

Walker et al ('772) does not explicitly disclose assigning a first identifier to transaction 
information sent from a buyer's terminal, the transaction information relating to a transaction; 
sending the first identifier to said buyer's terminal. Hogan et al. ('046) discloses assigning a first 
identifier to transaction information sent from a buyer's terminal, the transaction information 
relating to a transaction; sending the first identifier to said buyer's terminal. (Figure 3). It would 
be obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to combine 
the Walker et al ('772) method with the Hogan. ('046) program in order to keep a persistent 
record of unique customers for profiling purposes. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 12-25,27,28 and 30-3 1 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base 
claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of 
the base claim and any intervening claims. 



Conclusion 

Examiners note: Examiner has cited particular columns and line numbers in the 
references as applied to the claims above for the convenience of the applicant. Although the 
specified citations are representative of the teachings of the art and are applied to the specific 
limitations within the individual claim, other passages and figures may apply as well. It is 
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respectfully requested from the applicant in preparing responses, to fully consider the references 
in entirety as potentially teaching all or part of the claimed invention, as well as the context of 
the passage as taught by the prior art or disclosed by the examiner. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to John M Winter whose telephone number is (703) 305-3971 The 
examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8:30-6, 1 st Fridays off. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, James P Trammell can be reached on (703)305-9768. The fax phone numbers for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are (703) 305-7687 for regular 
communications and (703) 305-7687 for After Final communications. 

u ia^I inqUi I y ° f 3 general natUfe ° r rdating t0 the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 308-1113. 

JMW 

July 26, 2004 




SUPERVISORY PATENT 



